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We got back in full stride, during 2023-24. Thanks to our generous donors, we
were able to upgrade a range of facilities. Professional trainers and
experienced educationists stepped in to upskill our teachers. Our students
participated in a wide range of competitions, both on and off campus. They
won some and lost others, but they learnt something every time. On the
academic front, our results remained at good levels. Our students put in good
effort and they can still do better. Towards this end, besides continued
emphasis in the classrooms, we are engaging parents and asking them to play
a more active role in the educational journey of their children. 

Like always, this year too, we admitted a new batch for class I, taking care to
enrol children from the most needy backgrounds with deep learning
deficiencies. It has been a pleasure to see their health and learning visibly
transform in their few months with us . Our Navjeevan (NJ) batch 5 students
were mainstreamed to the regular classes of the school. While Navjeevan
batch 6 continues with their classes, our survey team is touring remote villages
to select deserving children for admission in Navjeevan batch 7.

It is a matter of deep satisfaction that thirty three of our 2023-24 batch school
graduates joined reputable universities with the support of the ‘On To Life’
program. They are pursuing a variety of programs with a common objective,
securing quality employment post education. Every year a number of PYDS
alumni complete their tertiary studies and join the workforce. They personify
the tangible outcome of our efforts to transform the socio economic landscape
of Uttarakhand through the opportunity of education. Looked upon as role
models, they are the gamechangers, not just for their families but for their
communities too. Recognising the power of education, today almost all
families of the villages we serve are eager to educate their children. 

It will always be our endeavour to generate better outcomes for our children,
and through them for their families and communities. Our contribution in
educating the needy may be small, but we attempt to make a difference.
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Note  f rom
Secretary  

“It's not what we do once in a while that defines us. It's what we do consistently.”



Our Directors

Adwait_Hebbar
Chairman

Ranjana Rawat
Director
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M r .  H e b b a r  h a s  s p e a r h e a d e d  t h e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d
C S R  i n i t i a t i v e s  o f  s e v e r a l  r e p u t a b l e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  H e  h a s  w o r k e d
e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  l i v e l i h o o d ,
h e a l t h c a r e ,  i n c l u s i o n ,  e m p o w e r m e n t ,  e n v i r o n m e n t
a n d  s p o r t s .

M r .  V i k a s  G a m b h i r  l e a d s  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c t o r  p r a c t i c e
a t  G r a n t  T h o r n t o n  B h a r a t  L L P .  W i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  o f
o v e r  2 5  y e a r s ,  M r .  G a m b h i r  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  s o c i a l
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a n d  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  v e r t i c a l s  a c r o s s
s e v e r a l  t h e m e s  l i k e  h e a l t h c a r e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  H e  i s  a  p a r t n e r  a t
S o c i a l  V e n t u r e  P a r t n e r s  w o r k i n g  o n  ‘ m i l l i o n  j o b
m i s s i o n ’ .

M r s .  R a n j a n a  R a w a t  i s  a  q u a l i f i e d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t
a n d  a  c e r t i f i e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  S o l u t i o n  F o c u s e d
B r i e f  T h e r a p y .  S h e  h a s  w o r k e d  a s  a  p a r e n t i n g  c o a c h
f o r  p a r e n t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d
b e h a v i o r a l  i s s u e s .  S h e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a n  A d v i s o r  t o
t h e  M a n a g i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o f  A s h o k  A s h r a m ,  K a l s i  a n d
a s  a  T r u s t e e  w i t h  N a r e n d r a  M a h i l a  V i d y a l a y a  ( T e h r i
G a r h w a l ) .

Vikas Gambhir
Director

Nikhil Naredi
Director

M r .  N a r e d i  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a n  E q u i t y  P a r t n e r  a t  o n e  o f
I n d i a ’ s  l e a d i n g  l a w  f i r m s ,  S h a r d u l  A m a r c h a n d
M a n g a l d a s .  H e  i s  a  c o r p o r a t e  l a w y e r  w i t h  o v e r  1 7
y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  s t i n t s  i n  M u m b a i ,
S i n g a p o r e  a n d  N e w  Y o r k .  C o m i n g  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h
M r  S w a m y  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  h e  h a s  p l a y e d  s e v e r a l  r o l e s  f o r
P Y D S  a n d  i t s  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t
o f  d o n o r ,  a d v i s o r ,  v o l u n t e e r  a n d  f u n d - r a i s i n g
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .



Sanjeev Batla
Director

Smita Mankad
Director
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Ankur Bahl
Director

M r .  B a t h l a  i s  a n  e m i n e n t l y  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  a
p r o m i n e n t  e d u c a t i o n i s t  w h o  h a s  l e d  t h r e e  w e l l
k n o w n  s c h o o l s  a s  F o u n d e r  P r i n c i p a l .  H e  i s  c u r r e n t l y
t h e  S c h o o l  D i r e c t o r  &  H e a d  o f  S c h o o l  f o r  T h e
O b e r a i  S c h o o l  o f  I n t e g r a t e d  S t u d i e s  ( T h e  O A S I S )
D e h r a d u n .

M r .  B a h l  i s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a r i n e r  a n d  a n
a c c o m p l i s h e d  m o u n t a i n e e r ,  h a v i n g  c l i m b e d  t h e
s e v e n  h i g h e s t  p e a k s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i n c l u d i n g  M o u n t
E v e r e s t .  H e  h a s  a  d e e p  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n h a n c i n g
s t a n d a r d s  o f  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n .  M r .  B a h l  i s  a c t i v e l y
e n g a g e d  w i t h  o u r  p o s t  s c h o o l  a n d  f u n d r a i s i n g
i n i t i a t i v e s .

M s .  S m i t a  M a n k a d  h a s  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  o f
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d
g o v e r n m e n t  s e c t o r s .  S h e  a i m s  t o  c o m b i n e
c o m m e r c i a l  i m p a c t  w i t h  s o c i a l  i m p a c t ,  w h i c h  i s  h e r
a r e a  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  p a s s i o n ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .

Amoop Seth
Secretary amd

Director

M r .  S e t h ,  a  f o r m e r  f i n a n c i a l - s e r v i c e s -
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  l o n g - t i m e  d o n o r ,  h a s  b e e n  a
D i r e c t o r  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  s i n c e  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6 .  H e
w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  S e c r e t a r y  u p o n  r e t i r e m e n t  o f
o u r  F o u n d e r ,  M r .  G . K .  S w a m y  i n  J u n e  2 0 1 9 .

M r .  T o l e y  i s  a n  I I M  A l u m n u s  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g a r m e n t  a c c e s s o r y  c o m p a n y .
H e  h a s  d e e p  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o m o t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
e m p l o y a b i l i t y  a m o n g  y o u t h .

Vijay Toley
Director



“Here  i s  a  test  to  f i nd  whether  your  m iss ion  on  Earth  i s  f i n i shed :  I f  you  are
a l i ve ,  i t  i sn ’ t ”  -R ichard  Bach
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Vis ion ,  Miss ion  
Phi losophy

V i s i on
Produce  future  agents  of
change  who  w i l l  t ransform
the  soc io-economics  of  the
backward  areas  of
Uttarakhand .

Ph i l o sophy
Run  a  car i ng  and  g i v i ng  ecosystem that  enhances  every l i fe  i t
touches  -  of  our  ch i l d ren ,  the i r  fam i l i es  and  commun i t i es ,  as
we l l  as  of  our  s taff .

“You ' re  never  g i ven  a  dream w i thout  a l so  be ing  g i ven  the  power  to  make  i t  t rue”
-  R ichard  Bach
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Miss ion
To  enro l  needy  and  deserv ing
ch i l d ren ,  preferab ly  f rom the
remoter  reaches  of
Uttarakhand  
To  prov ide  ho l i s t i c  care  and
educat ion ,  i nc l ud ing  l i fe  s k i l l s
and  va lue  systems  through  a
comb inat ion  of  who lesome
nutr i t i on ,  adequate  hea l th
care ,  h igh  qua l i ty  academics
and  extracurr icu lars  
To  be  recogn i sed  as  a  Centre
of  Exce l l ence  



What  we  do

Why  we  do
To  create  change  agents  f rom w i th i n
the  (backward )  commun i t i es  for
susta inab le  emp loyment
opportun i t i es .

We  educate  deserv ing  ch i l d ren  f rom needy
backgrounds ,  prov id i ng  them w i th  opportun i t i es
and  fac i l i t i es  for  ho l i s t i c  deve lopment ,  at  no  cost
to  the i r  fam i l i es .
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“ Your  on ly  ob l i gat ion  i n  any  l i fet ime  i s  to  be  t rue  to  yourse l f . ”
-  R i c h a r d  B a c h

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898468/Richard-Bach-Your-only-obligation-in-any-lifetime-is-to-be-true-to-yourself
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


H o w  i t
Began

Back  i n  1998 ,  when  our  founder ,  Mr
Swamy ,  saw the  cha l l enges  faced  by
the  peop le  of  Purka l  v i l l age ,  he
dec ided  to  do  someth ing  about  i t .
Unemp loyment  and  a lcoho l i sm was
preva lent  among  men  and  ear l y
marr iage  of  g i r l s  was  the  norm .  Not
a l l  ch i l d ren  went  to  schoo l ;  those  who
attended  the  l oca l  pr imary  schoo l
had  no  opt ion  but  to  go  to  the  c i ty
to  s tudy  further .  Ava i l ab i l i t y  of
pub l i c  t ransport  to  Purka l  was  scant ,
fees  were  unaffordab le  and  those
who  were  sent  on  scho larsh ips  cou ld
not  cope  up  w i th  the  s tandard  of
educat ion  of  schoo l s  i n  the  c i ty .  

Mr  Swamy offered  pro  bono ,  after  schoo l  tu i t i on  at  h i s  home .  I n i t i a l l y ,
four  s tudents  began  go ing  to  h im ,  who  due  to  the  pauc i ty  of  t ransport
fac i l i t y ,  went  s t ra ight  to  h im  after  schoo l  and  stud ied  there  for  the
next  3  hours .  They  were  served  hea l thy  snacks  by  Mrs  Ch inn i  Swamy .
Every  year  a  new batch  wou ld  j o i n  and  soon  the  number  of  s tudents
outgrew the  Swamy ’s  res idence .  Teachers  and  cooks  were  h i red  and
abandoned  bu i l d i ngs  nearby ,  were  part i t i oned  w i th  thermoco l  sheets  to
ho ld  c lasses .  

C lear l y ,  these  ch i l d ren  s tood  no  chance  of  a  decent  future ,  and  w i th
pass ing  t ime  the  chasm between  them and  the i r  pr i v i l eged  peers  was
bound  to  w iden .  

L i ke  m inded  peop le  donated  for  the  cause  and  Purka l  Youth
Deve lopment  Soc iety  was  reg i s tered  i n  2003 .  Land  was  purchased  and
bu i l d i ng  work  s tarted  i n  2006 .  I n  2007 ,  the  ‘Bus  Them To  Purka l ’
p rogram was  started  to  enro l  ch i l d ren  f rom nearby  v i l l ages  for  day
board ing .  By  2008  PYDS  had  acqu i red  CBSE  aff i l i a t ion .  Today  i t  i s  an
Eng l i sh  med ium schoo l ,  f rom c lass  I  to  X I I ,  w i th  a  s t rength  of  more  than
500 students .
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“ H a p p i n e s s  i s  t h e  r e w a r d  w e  g e t  f o r  l i v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  r i g h t  w e  k n o w ”
-  R i c h a r d  B a c h
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Prov i s ion  of  opportun i ty  to  g i r l s  i s  our  pr imary  focus .  We  ma inta in  a
rat io  of  2 : 1  between  g i r l s  and  boys .  Wh i l e  ma inta in i ng  th i s  rat io ,  every
year  25  ch i l d ren  are  admitted  to  c lass  I .  Benef ic iar i es  are  se lected
through  a  met icu lous  admiss ion  process  to  ensure  that  the  most  needy
and  deserv ing  are  admitted .  

Benef ic iar i es  are  t ransported  f rom our  serv i ng  areas  on  the  outsk i r ts
of  Dehradun  c i ty  and  i t s  ad jo i n i ng  v i l l ages  by  our  f l eet  of  seven  buses .
Students  f rom remote  parts  of  Uttarakhand  and  those  fac ing
cha l l enges  at  home are  accommodated  i n  the  g i r l s  and  boys  hoste l s .

do it
How we 

“ T r u e  c h a n g e  i s  w i t h i n ,  l e a v e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  k n o w n ”  
-  R i c h a r d  B a c h
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Breakfast ,  f ru i t s  and  l unch  are  served  to  a l l  s tudents .  Sets  of  summer ,
w inter  and  sports  un i forms ,  i nc l ud ing  footwear  are  prov ided  to  a l l
s tudents .  Textbooks  and  notebooks  are  g i ven  to  a l l  s tudents  at  the
beg inn ing  of  the  academic  year .

A  hea l th  record  of  vacc inat ions ,  a l l e rg ies  and
genet ic  h i s tory  etc  of  every  s tudent  i s  ma inta ined
at  the  I n f i rmary ,  by  the  schoo l  nurse .

BM I  of  a l l  s tudents ’  i s
mon i tored  quarter l y ,
and  a  comp lete
phys ica l  hea l th  check
up  i s  conducted
annua l l y .  Bes ides
he lp i ng  s tudents  w i th
rout i ne  a i lments ,  PYDS
steps  i n  to  he lp
whenever  a  ch i l d  needs
med ica l  attent ion  that
i s  beyond  the  capac i ty
of  h i s /her  parents .  



Facilities 

1

The  who le  campus  i s  w i f i  enab led ,  a l l  c l assrooms  and  fac i l i t i es  are
equ ipped  w i th  smart  TVs ,  bes ides  other  requ i red  equ ipment  to  support
scho last ic  and  co-scho last ic  act i v i t i es  for  the  comprehens i ve
deve lopment  of  s tudents .  

S c i e n c e  L a b o r a t o r i e s
Wel l  equ ipped  Phys ics ,  Chemistry ,
B io logy  l aborator ies

T w o  c o m p u t e r  R o o m s
One Computer  Lab  w i th  25
computers ,  where  students  are
taught  how to  use  computers .  An
E- lab  w i th  40  computer  systems
wh ich  i s  open  for  a l l  s tudents  for
the  purpose  of  research  and
study .

“ Y o u  h a v e  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  b e  y o u r s e l f ,  y o u r  t r u e  s e l f ,  h e r e  a n d  n o w ,  n o t h i n g  c a n
s t a n d  i n  y o u r  w a y ”    -  R i c h a r d  B a c h
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Tinkering Laboratory

Aashi Pundir 
Class X

The  T i nker i ng  Laboratory  i s  an
exc lus i ve  room,  equ ipped  w i th  15
computer  systems ,  3D  pr i n ters
and  l aser  cutter /engraver ,  too l s
and  other  requ i red  equ ipment  i s
ded icated  for  the  deve lopment  of
Robot ics  and  T i nker i ng  sk i l l s
among  students .  The  a im  i s  for
them to  l earn  bas ic  techn iques  by
creat ing  w i th  the i r  own  hands .

She  a l so  presented  her  pro ject ,  ‘ Pa layan ’  (m igrat ion )  at  the  tGELF
leadersh ip  program,  for  wh ich  she  was  se lected  i n  the
‘Encouragement ’  category  and  g i ven  a  cert i f i cate  and  a  g i f t
voucher .  She  a l so  part ic ipated  i n  the  Ata l  T i n ker i ng  Lab
Marathon ,  i n  wh ich  she  d i sp layed  her  commitment  to  us i ng
techno logy  for  so l v i ng  the  prob lem of  m igrat ion  f rom
Uttarakhand ’ s  remote  v i l l ages .
Aash i ’ s  i nc l i nat ion  for  so l v i ng  peop le ' s  prob lems ,  coup led  w i th  her
pass ion  for  t i n ker i ng ,  pos i t i ons  her  we l l  as  a  successfu l  future
innovator .
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Aash i  l i ves  i n  R i kho l i  v i l l age  w i th  her  parents
and  brother .  F rom an  ear l y  age ,  she  had  an
innate  cur ios i ty  and  pass ion  for  l earn ing ,
espec ia l l y  i n  the  rea lm  of  techno logy .
Aash i ,  who  jo i ned  PYDS  i n  c lass  I ,  was  i nsp i red
by  see ing  her  sen iors  so l ve  rea l -wor ld
prob lems  through  techno logy  i n  the  T i nker i ng
Lab .  She  made  up  her  m ind  to  exp lore  the
wor ld  of  t i n ker i ng  and  cod ing .  She  deve loped
a  commun icat ion  dev ice  to  he lp  peop le  w i th
speech  d i sab i l i t i es ,  for  wh ich  she  was
awarded  the  ‘ I n sp i re  Manak ’  Award  and  Rs .
10 ,000 .

“ E v e r y  p r o b l e m  h a s  a  g i f t  f o r  y o u  i n  i t s  h a n d s . ” —  R i c h a r d  B a c h

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898455/Richard-Bach-Every-problem-has-a-gift-for-you-in-its-hands
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


T h e  V i s u a l  A r t  R o o m  i s  a  ded icated
space  where  more  than  30  students
can  work  s imu l taneous ly .  I t  i s  used
by  students  f rom c lasses  I  to  X I I
for  s ketch ing ,  pa int i ng ,  bat i k  work ,
t i e  &  dye ,  c raft  work  and  s im i l a r .
Four  computer  systems  are
ava i l ab le  to  he lp  them w i th  the i r
l earn ing .

Her  s ign i f i cant  ach ievement  was  when  she  bagged  the  f i r s t
pos i t i on  i n  ‘ S t i l l  L i fe  E l egance ’  at  the  i n ter-schoo l  v i sua l  art
compet i t i on  he ld  at  The  OAS IS  schoo l ,  Dehradun .  Her  art i s t i c
contr ibut ions  to  var ious  campus  events  have  been  w ide ly
apprec iated .  Dur i ng  the  Annua l  Day  art  exh ib i t i on ,  her  pa int i ngs
added  l ustre  to  the  exh ib i t i on  ha l l .  Some of  her  p ieces  that
adorn  the  Art  Room,  repeated ly  earn  admi rat ion  f rom v iewers .
Sure ly ,  a  br ight  art i s t i c  future  awa i ts  her .

“ Y o u  a r e  a l w a y s  f r e e  t o  c h a n g e  y o u r  m i n d  a n d  c h o o s e  a  d i f f e r e n t  f u t u r e ,  o r  a
d i f f e r e n t  p a s t ”  -  R i c h a r d  B a c h

Sushma Sharma
Class  XI I

T h e  P o t t e r y  r o o m  has  a l l  equ ipment  requ i red
for  c lay  mou ld i ng ,  i nc l ud ing  an  e lectr ic  k i l n ,  i n
wh ich  more  than  25  s tudents  can  work  at  the
same t ime .  Students  l eave  the i r  c lay  work  to  dry
here ,  before  f i r i ng  i t  i n  the  k i l n .

Sushma jo i ned  PYDS  i n  c lass  X I  i n  2023  and
chose  F i ne  Art  as  a  sub ject ,  as  i t  was  c lose  to
her  heart .  She  preferred  to  spend  a l l  her  f ree
t ime  at  the  V i sua l  Art  Room,  where  she  cou ld
free ly  pract i se  s ketch ing ,  waterco lours ,
acry l i c  pa int i ng  and  var ious  k i nds  of  crafts .
Among  these ,  she  exce l l ed  i n  charcoa l
portra i t s  and  her  artworks  are  or ig i na l .
Sushma has  part ic ipated  i n  many  art
compet i t i ons.  
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The  Dance  Room i s  ded icated  to  t ra in  s tudents  i n  I nd ian  c lass ica l ,
contemporary  and  western  dances .  

A lways  pass ionate  about  dance ,  Arp i ta ’ s
pass ion  grew stronger  as  she  progressed
through  schoo l .  Encouraged  by  her  teachers
she  chose  dance  as  a  sub ject  i n  c lass  X I .  I t  i s
commendab le  that  she  scored  92% in  the
sub ject  i n  her  board  exams .  
I n  schoo l ,  she  l earned  contemporary  dance ,
fo l k  dance ,  the  bas ics  of  h ip-hop  and
Bharatanatyam.  Focuss ing  on  Kathak ,  she
mastered  her  footwork ,  sp inn ing  moves  and
stamp ing  sound .  

A r p i t a  T h a p l i
C l a s s  X I I

The Dance room

T h e  M u s i c  r o o m s :  Ch i ldren  are  t ra ined  to
p lay  i nst ruments  such  as  the  ‘ tab la ,
harmon ium ,  dho lak ,  pakhawa j  and  f l u te  i n
the  I nstrument  room.
The  Voca l  Mus ic  room i s  used  to  t ra in
students  i n  voca l  mus ic .  I t  i s  equ ipped
w i th  gu i tars ,  u ku le l e ,  keyboard ,  c lapbox ,
tanpura  and  harmon ium .
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She  part ic ipated  i n  numerous  dance  compet i t i ons ,  events  and
presented  a  so lo  Kathak  performance  at  the  V i rasat  Fest i va l  of
Dehradun .  She  a l so  enro l l ed  for  a  s i x  year  course  for  Prabhakar  i n
Kathak .  After  comp let i ng  schoo l ,  she  came back  to  campus  to
choreograph  a  dance  performance  of  s tudents  for  an  event .
Present l y  she  i s  pursu ing  BBA at  J igyasa  Un i vers i ty ,  Dehradun ,
together  w i th  cont i nu i ng  her  d ip loma i n  Kathak .

“ B r e a k  t h e  c h a i n s  o f  y o u r  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  y o u  b r e a k  t h e  c h a i n s  o f  y o u r  b o d y ”
-  R i c h a r d  B a c h



T h e  S p o r t s  f i e l d  
The  Sports  f i e ld  has  a  basketba l l ,
vo l l eyba l l  and  badminton  court .  I t
i s  used  for  a l l  outdoor  games  and
schoo l  assemb ly .  I t  i s  a l so  used
for  cu l tura l  and  perform ing
events  that  requ i re  a  l a rge  open
space .

T h e  A u d i t o r i u m  
The  Aud i tor i um has  a  capac i ty  of
150  movab le  cha i rs .  I t  i s  fu l l y
equ ipped  w i th  sound  and  m i ke
systems .  The  stage  i s  f i t ted  w i th
automat ic  curta ins  and  has  a
backstage  green  room.

T h e  Y o g a  r o o m  i s  a  ded icated  space  i n  wh ich  more  than  th i r ty
students  can  pract i se  asanas  at  a  t ime .  The  room has  a l l
equ ipment  requ i red  for  var ious  yoga  asanas .
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“ W e  d e s i g n  o u r  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  o f  c h o i c e s . ” —  R i c h a r d  B a c h

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898536/Richard-Bach-We-design-our-lives-through-the-power-of-choices
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


“Break  the  cha ins  of  your  thought ,  and  you  break  the  cha ins  of  your  body”
-  R ichard  Bach
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T h e  L i b r a r i e s  
The  Jun ior  L ibrary  has  a  seat ing  capac i ty  of  25  ch i l d ren  and  has  a
co l l ect ion  of  more  than  3 ,500 ch i l d ren ’ s  books .  The  Sen ior  L ibrary  too
has  a  seat ing  capac i ty  of  25  s tudents .  I t  houses  5 ,500 books ,
subscr ibes  to  f i ve  month ly  magaz ines  and  da i l y  newspapers  i n  H ind i  and
Eng l i sh .  Both  l i b rar ies  have  25  e lectron ic  tab lets  each ,  for  s tudents  to
read  d ig i ta l  books .



" Be l i eve  i n  yourse l f  and  your  dreams ,  and  noth ing  can  ho ld  you  back ”
-  R ichard  Bach  
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The  G i r l s ’
H o s t e l  has  a
capac i ty  to
accommodate
105  g i r l s  and
four  wardens .
The  B o y s ’
H o s t e l  can
accommodate
f i f ty  boys  and
two wardens .

T h e  M e d i c a l
I n f i r m a r y  w i th
a  capac i ty  of
f i ve  beds  and
a l l  necessary
equ ipment  for
treat ing  m inor
a i lments  and
f i r s t  a id .

T h e  D i n i n g
C l u s t e r
i nc l udes  the
k i tchen ,  a
larder ,  a  rot i
mak ing  room,
scu l l e ry  and  a
d in i ng  room
with  a  seat ing
capac i ty  of
150  peop le  at
a  t ime .  



The Career
and Alumni
Cell

The Career and Alumni Cell (CAC)
guides students to choose optimal
courses to pursue, after completing
school.

“Here  i s  a  test  to  f i nd  whether  your  m iss ion  on  Earth  i s  f i n i shed :  I f  you  are
a l i ve ,  i t  i sn ’ t ”  -  R ichard  Bach

Career Counselling
Career oriented sessions begin class
IX onwards. Senior students are
counselled individually and asked to
submit a statement of purpose based
on which they are helped to draw
their future plans. 
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The CAC provides guidance and
financial help as required while
maintaining a sharp focus on the
ultimate goal of upskilling students
to the point of employment. If a
student requires coaching to
prepare for a competitive exam
he/she is given full support for
external coaching classes. 
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On To Life

After  s tudents  and  the i r  asp i rat iona l  courses  are  matched  w i th
co l l eges  and  programs .  They  are  he lped  w i th  scho larsh ips  and  admiss ion
app l i cat ions .  I n  case  a  s tudent  i s  unab le  to  secure  a  scho larsh ip ,  he /she
i s  offered  an  i n terest  f ree  l oan  through  our  On  To  L i fe  support
program.  Students  repay  these  l oans  gradua l l y  after  they  start
earn ing .  
We  hand  ho ld  our  benef ic iar i es  throughout  the i r  co l l ege  educat ion ,
s tay ing  i n formed  of  the i r  we l l  be ing  and  performance  grades .  The
intent ion  i s  to  support  every  deserv ing  s tudent  w i th  an  opportun i ty  for
h igher  educat ion .  We  are  so  proud  of  our  s tudents  who  have  jo i ned  the
ma instream workforce  and  are  s tand ing  f i rm ly  on  the i r  feet .  Th i s  i s  the
fu l f i lment  of  our  Founder ’ s  dream for  our  s tudents .

“We choose  our  next  wor ld  through  what  we  l earn  i n  th i s  one”
-  R ichard  Bach
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Khursh ida  stud ied  i n  a  H ind i  med ium schoo l  t i l l  she  j o i ned  PYDS  i n  c lass
V I .  At  that  t ime  a l l  she  knew i n  Eng l i sh  were  i t s  26  a lphabets .  At  PYDS
she  got  the  opportun i ty  and  resources  to  b lossom i n  mu l t ip l e  ways .
After  comp let i ng  schoo l  i n  2018 ,  she  enro l l ed  for  a  four-year  Bache lor ' s
program i n  Phys iotherapy  at  Swami  Rama H ima layan  Un i vers i ty ,  Jo l l y
Grant .  The  OTL  program of  PYDS  covered  100% of  her  un i vers i ty  fee
and  a l so  supported  her  da i l y  t rave l  expenses  to  the  un i vers i ty  wh ich
was  35  km away  f rom her  home .  I n  2023 ,  she  secured  admiss ion  i n  Jam ia
M i l l i a  I s l am ia  Un i vers i ty ,  i n  M .Sc  Neuro logy ,  on  a  fu l l  scho larsh ip ,  mak ing
PYDS proud .
When  i n  c lass  X I I ,  Khursh ida  had  undergone  t reatment  for  a  ser ious
a i lment .  I t  re lapsed  recent l y ,  dur i ng  her  master ' s  program.  PYDS
prov ided  f i nanc ia l  support  for  her  t reatment  at  Max  Hosp i ta l ,  De lh i ,
cover i ng  a l l  l ab  tests  and  med ic i nes .  She  has  recovered  f rom the  i l l ness
and  i s  cont i nu i ng  her  s tud ies .

Khursh ida ’ s  fam i l y  l i ves  i n  Makkawa la ,  a  sma l l  v i l l age
on  Mussoor ie  Road ,  Dehradun .  Her  fam i l y  compr i ses
her  grandmother ,  parents ,  three  s i s ters  and  a
brother .  Her  father  i s  the  so le  breadw inner  and  has
a  meager  i ncome .  Khursh ida ' s  younger  brother ,
Ramzan ,  i s  a l so  a  PYDS  benef ic iary  and  has  rece i ved
OTL  support  for  pursu ing  h i s  BSc  i n  Computer
Sc ience .  

Khurshida  Bano
batch  o f  2018
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“Every  g i f t  f rom a  f r i end  i s  a  w i sh  for  your  happ iness . ”— R ichard  Bach

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898465/Richard-Bach-Every-gift-from-a-friend-is-a-wish-for-your-happiness
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


Nav jeevan

Our  Nav jeevan  program i s  ded icated  to  take  the  l i ght  of  educat ion  far
and  deep  i n to  the  remote  parts  of  Uttarakhand .  Under  th i s  program,
ch i l d ren  i n  the  age  group  of  n i ne  to  e leven  years ,  who  have  suffered  a
gap  i n  pr imary  educat ion ,  are  admitted  as  res ident ia l  s tudents .  They
are  i n t roduced  to  a  spec ia l l y  des igned  acce lerated  program that
enab les  them to  be  at  par  w i th  the  ma instream students  i n  a  per iod  of
e ighteen  months .
Ded icated  teachers  are  t ra ined  to  de l i ver  th i s  spec ia l  i n teract i ve
‘br idge  course ’ .  Not  on ly  do  they  educate  the  ch i l d ren  on  verba l ,
l i ngu i s t i c  and  numer ica l  s k i l l s  but  a l so  work  consc ious l y  to  enhance
the i r  soc ia l  and  behav ioura l  e t iquettes .  

“We can  l i f t  ourse l ves  out  of  i gnorance ,  we  can  f i nd  ourse l ves  as  creatures  of
exce l l ence  and  i n te l l i gence  and  sk i l l ”  -  R ichard  Bach
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Sura j  Rawat ’ s  fam i l y  compr i ses  h i s  mother  and
four  e lder  s i s ters .  They  l i ve  i n  Dargan  v i l l age ,
Uttarkash i .  He  l ost  h i s  father  when  he  was
seven  months  o ld .  H i s  mother  s tarted  work i ng
as  a  he lper  at  Anganwad i  to  prov ide  for  the
fami l y .  
Be ing  se lected  by  PYDS  for  the  Nav jeevan
batch  5  was  a  go lden  opportun i ty  for  h im  to
get  a  good  educat ion .  I n i t i a l l y ,  hes i tant  to
express  h imse l f ,  he  was  coached  by  teachers
through  i n teract ion  and  act i v i t i es  that  he lped
h im  to  speak  f l uent l y .

Sura j  Rawat
Nav jeevan  5

He  gradua l l y  ga ined  conf idence  and  began  tak i ng  the  i n i t i a t i ve
to  speak  i n  f ront  of  guests  and  was  a  we lcom ing  narrator
dur i ng  the  Annua l  Day .

I nsp i red  by  watch ing  yoga  demonstrat ions  by  other  s tudents ,  he
earnest l y  l earned  yoga  and  was  part  of  a  group  stage
performance  on  I ndependence  Day .  He  even  began  pract i s i ng
med i tat ion ,  wh ich  has  i ncreased  h i s  l eve l  of  concentrat ion  and
improved  h i s  academic  performance .
The  once  naughty  Sura j  i s  now an  accountab le  and  respons ib le
boy  w i th  a  prom is i ng  future  ahead  of  h im .
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To  date ,  the  program has  admitted  students  f rom seven  d i s t r i c ts  of
Uttarakhand .  I t  has  comp leted  f i ve  successfu l  batches  and
ma instreamed  e ighty  s i x  ch i l d ren  so  far .  Batch  6  of  Nav jeevan  started
on  1st  October  2023  and  has  twenty  four  s tudents .  They  w i l l  be
ma instreamed  to  c lass  V I  on  1st  Apr i l  2025 .  Our  devoted  team i s  out  i n
the  f i e ld  brav ing  weather  and  terra in  to  se lect  deserv ing  ch i l d ren  for
Nav jeevan  7 .

“ Any  powerfu l  i dea  i s  abso lute l y  fasc inat i ng  and  abso lute l y  use less  unt i l  we
choose  to  use  i t . ”— R ichard  Bach

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898587/Richard-Bach-Any-powerful-idea-is-absolutely-fascinating-and-absolutely-useless-until-we
https://quotefancy.com/quote/898587/Richard-Bach-Any-powerful-idea-is-absolutely-fascinating-and-absolutely-useless-until-we
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


Heal thcare
Act iv i t ies

Annual  Hea l th  checkup
A l l  s tudents  of  the  schoo l  were
taken  for  an  annua l  hea l th  Checkup   
at  Uttarakhand  Hosp i ta l .  There  they
were  g i ven  a  fu l l  phys ica l  checkup .
Some ch i l d ren  were  adv i sed  further
denta l  checkups ,  wh i l e  some were
prescr ibed  deworming  med icat ion .

A  d e n t a l  w o r k s h o p  was  organ i sed
for  the  Nav jeevan  and  pr imary
c lasses ,  i n  wh ich  s tudents  were
taught  the  correct  manner  of
brush ing  and  f loss i ng  teeth ,  the
harmfu l  e f fects  of  sugary  foods  and
the  benef i t s  of  hea l thy  foods .  

“Argue  for  your  l im i tat ions ,  and  sure  enough  they  are  yours ”
-  R ichard  Bach
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An  e y e  c h e c k  c a m p  was
conducted  on  campus ,  for
a l l  s tudents .  Students  who
were  d iagnosed  w i th
m inor  prob lems  were
g iven  eye  drops  and
med ic i nes .  Those  w i th
weak  eyes ight  and  other
ser ious  i s sues  were
recommended  to  v i s i t  eye
spec ia l i s ts  for  further
i nvest igat ion .  

BM I  of  a l l  s tudents
i s  recorded  every
four  months  to  i )
Mon i tor  the  growth
of  ch i l d ren  and  take
t ime ly  remed ia l
s teps  and  i i )  To
make  students
aware  of
ma inta in i ng  a
hea l thy  we ight .
Students  w i th
s ign i f i cant  we ight
loss  or  ga in ,  a re
adv i sed  to  consume
recommended  d iets .

Quarter ly  BMI  
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“The  more  I  want  someth ing  to  get  done ,  the  l ess  I  ca l l  i t  work ”
-  R ichard  Bach



Class I
Admission
Every  year ,  25  ch i l d ren  are
g i ven  admiss ion  i n  c lass  I .
Endeavour ing  to  admit  the
most  needy  and  deserv ing
ch i l d ren ,  a  s t r i ngent  four
step  process  i s  fo l l owed .

Step  1 :  Parents  need  to  f i l l  a  form deta i l i ng  the  fam i l y ’ s
soc io-economic  s tatus .  E l i g ib l e  cand idates  are  ca l l ed  for
an  entrance  test  to  assess  the i r  academic  l eve l  and
potent ia l .  
S tep  2 :  Our  survey  team v i s i t s  the  homes  of  app l i cants
who  qua l i fy  i n  s tep  1 ,  to  ver i fy  the  i n format ion  f i l l ed  i n
form .
Step  3 :  The  most  needy  and  deserv ing  app l i cants  are
ca l l ed  to  campus ,  to  assess  the  ch i l d ’ s  bas ic  i n te l l i gence
and  the  parents ’  commitment  towards  the i r  ch i l d ’ s
educat ion .  
Step  4 :  The  l i s t  of  cand idates  i s  pruned  and  a  second
survey  i s  conducted  to  va l i date  a l l  o f  the  above .
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“Argue  for  your  l im i tat ions ,  and  sure  enough  they  are  yours ”
-  R ichard  Bach



Nandin i  C lass  I
Nand in i  l i ves  i n  the  remote  R i kho l i  v i l l age ,  wh ich  l acks  bas ic
fac i l i t i es  of  hea l thcare ,  educat ion  and  t ransportat ion .  Her  father
i s  an  a lcoho l i c  and  does  not  support  househo ld  expenses .  Her
mother  works  as  a  he lper  i n  our  schoo l  to  run  the  fam i l y .  
Before  j o i n i ng  PYDS ,  Nand in i  attended  the  nearby  government
schoo l .  After  return ing  f rom schoo l ,  she  has  to  depend  on  her
ne ighbours  to  feed  and  l ook  after  her ,  t i l l  her  mother  returned
from work .  The  l and  on  wh ich  they  have  the i r  home ,  too ,  has  been
g iven  by  the  v i l l agers .  They  l i ve  i n  a  s i ng le-room w i th  no  attached
k i tchen .  The  fam i l y  l acks  bas ic  fac i l i t i es  such  as  a  proper
washroom and  e lectr ic i ty  supp ly .   
When  Nand in i  appeared  for  her  entrance  test ,  she  performed
we l l  i n  the  ora l  sect ion  but  fe l l  back  i n  wr i t i ng .  She  was  unaware
of  fundamenta l  concepts  and  bas ic  s k i l l s  such  as  wr i t i ng  w i th i n
l i nes  and  turn ing  pages  to  wr i te  sequent ia l l y  i n  a  notebook .  Our
teachers  detected  a  zea l  for  l earn ing  i n  her  and  fe l t  that  her
shortcomings  cou ld  be  overcome w i th  ass i s tance  and  good
nutr i t i on .  Gaug ing  her  needy  background  and  potent ia l  to  s tudy ,
Nand in i  has  been  granted  admiss ion  i n  c lass  I .  
We  are  conf ident  that  the  opportun i t i es  at  PYDS  w i l l  b r i ng  out
the  best  i n  her  and  that  she  w i l l  b lossom i n to  the  best  of  her
potent ia l .

“Overcome your  l im i tat ions ,  embrace  your  un iqueness ,  and  reach  for  the  sk i es ”
-  R ichard  Bach
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Students  rece i ved  pr i zes  for  the i r  ach ievements  dur i ng  the  year .
Dur i ng  the  s tage  performance ,  s tudents  presented  the  ‘Ganesh
Vandana ’ ,  fo l l owed  by  a  ‘Purku l i an ’  vers ion  of  Bernard  Shaw’s
‘Pygma l ion ’ .  Through  th i s  mus ica l  p lay ,  they  showed  how through
opportun i ty  the  l i fe  of  a  young  g i r l  was  t ransformed  for  the  better .
The  program conc luded  w i th  a  mus ica l  ensemb le  of  16  s tudents  p lay ing
the  tab la  and  pakhawa j .  

Main  Events  On  Campus
Annual  Day

The  Annua l  Sports  week  was  he ld
from 14th  to  20th  October  2023 .
I t  was  k i cked  off  by  the  marathon
in  wh ich  a l l  s tudents  and  a  l a rge
number  of  teachers  part ic ipated .
Dur i ng  the  week ,  the  four  houses
of  the  schoo l  competed  i n  a
var iety  of  ath let i c  events  and
matches  such  as  kabadd i ,
vo l l eyba l l ,  basketba l l ,  badminton ,
tab le  tenn i s  etc .  The  best  three
sportspersons  of  each  event  and
category  were  awarded  meda l s
and  cert i f i cates .  

Annual  Spor ts  Week

The  X I th  Annua l  Day  was
ce lebrated  on  the  23rd  and
24th  of  November  2023 .  The
theme for  wh ich  was ,
‘Uttarakhand ’ .  The  pr imary ,
m idd le ,  sen ior  and  Nav jeevan
students  showcased
d i f ferent  facets  of  the
State  through  mode l s  of  i t s
temp les ,  i n s t i tut ions ,  v i l l age
scenes ,  c rafts ,  l anguage ,
means  of  l i ve l i hood  and  most
important l y  cha l l enges
faced  by  i t s  peop le .

“Avo id  prob lems  and  you  w i l l  never  be  the  one  who  overcame them”
-  R ichard  Bach
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Career  Fes t
The  ‘Career  Spectra  Fest i va l ’ ,  was  organ i sed  by  the  s tudents  of  c lass
X I  and  X I I ,  to  showcase  the  var ious  features  i nvo l ved  i n  choos ing  a
career .  K iosks  ded icated  to  Compet i t i ve  Exams ,  Cross  Career  Connect ,
F i nanc ia l  Markets ,  Scho larsh ips ,  Sk i l l  Deve lopment  and  Vocat iona l
Courses  were  set  up ,  to  upgrade  the  know ledge  of  s tudents .

Col lab  Day
The  'Co l l ab  Day '  was  organ i sed  by  PYDS  Ata l  T i n ker i ng  Lab  (ATL )  to
d i ssem inate  ATL  know ledge  and  t ra in  s tudents .  I t  was  attended  by
students  of  H im  Jyot i  Schoo l  and  Manav  Bhart i  Schoo l  of  Dehradun .
They  were  t ra ined  by  our  s tudents  to  use  the  ‘quarky ’ ,  a  dev ice  that
can  remote ly  gu ide  a  toy  car  through  a  maze ,  us i ng  the  ‘P icto  B lock ’
software .  
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“Your  ob l i gat ion  i n  any  l i fet ime  i s  to  be  t rue  to  yourse l f ”
-  R ichard  Bach



Br i s k  extempore  compet i t i ons  were
he ld  dur i ng  the  ‘Co l l a te  Co l l aborate

Commun icate ’  event  for  c lasses  X  and
X I I .  These  tested  students  for  the i r
vocabu lary ,  i nnovat ion ,  c reat i v i ty ,
coord inat ion ,  teamwork ,  genera l

know ledge ,  c raft i ng  and
commun icat ion  sk i l l s .

Col la te  Co l laborate
Communicate  

SCAMPER
SCAMPER was  organ i sed  for  c lass
X I  s tudents  i n  wh ich  they  were
asked  to  construct  mode l s  of
usefu l  products  us i ng  waste
mater ia l s .  Each  group  had  to
exp la i n  the  ut i l i t y ,  mechan i sm ,
market i ng  s t rateg ies  and
advert i s i ng  campa ign  for  the
products  they  had  created .

Radio  Show
A rad io  show ca l l ed  ‘U-Turn ’ ,  was
organ i sed  by  s tudents  of  c lass  X I .
The  45  m inute  show was  l ed  by
two  rad io  j ockeys  (RJs )  and  had
segments  for  short  s tor ies ,
d i scuss ion  on  genera l  e l ect ions ,
her i tage  and  beauty  of
Uttarakhand ,  ongo ing  IPL  matches
and  so  on .  
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“Not  be ing  known  doesn ' t  s top  the  t ruth  f rom be ing  t rue”  -  R ichard  Bach

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Known
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Truth


The  annua l  i n t ra-c lass  Pushk i n
Chandra  Memor ia l  Compet i t i on
was  he ld  on  2nd  March .  The
compet i t i on  was  for  poem
rec i tat ion ,  s tory  narrat ion  and
p lays  i n  Eng l i sh  and  H ind i ,  for
c lasses  I  to  V .  Amongst  other
entr ies ,  the  Eng l i sh  p lay ,  ‘ Snow
Wh i te  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs ’
and  the  H ind i  p lay  ‘Seth  j i ’ ,  were
presented .  Pr i zes  and
cert i f i cates  were  awarded  to
the  best  3  i n  each  category .

Pushkin  Chandra  Memor ia l  Compet i t ion

An  i n ter  c lass  c lay  mode l l i ng  compet i t i on  was  he ld  on  26th  September
in  the  V i sua l  Art  Room.  Groups  of  f i ve  s tudents  each ,  f rom both
sect ions  of  c lasses  IX  to  X I I  were  asked  to  mou ld  a  c lay  Ganesha  ido l
w i th i n  90  m inutes .  The  best  three  entr ies  were  awarded  ‘Ganesha ’
t roph ies .

Clay  Model l ing  Compet i t ion  
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“The  s imp lest  th i ngs  are  often  the  t ruest ”
-R ichard  Bach

Per forming  & Visua l  Ar t s



Virasat  Fes t iva l
S i x  s tudents  f rom our  schoo l
part ic ipated  i n  the  V i rasat
fest i va l  th i s  year .  Arp i ta  Thap l i ,  a
c lass  X I I  s tudent ,  presented  the
Sh i v  Tandav  through  Kathak
dance .  Am i t  Thapa ,  of  c lass  X I I ,
performed  Raag  Patdeep  and  a
bha jan .  Sh i vam Loh ia  of  c lass  X
p layed  Teen  Taa l  on  the  tab la .
R iya  Rawat  of  c lass  IX  and
Mayank  Dh iman  f rom C lass  V I I I
p resented  Raag  Yaman  on  the
f l u te .  

Prerna  Manch
Prerna  Manch ,  an  i n -house
event ,  i s  he ld  annua l l y  to
g i ve  an  opportun i ty  to
students  who  have  not
part ic ipated  i n
compet i t i ons  or  annua l  day
programs .  Students
d i sp layed  the i r  s k i l l s  i n
voca l  and  i nstrumenta l
mus ic  and  by  way  of  a  yoga
demonstrat ion ,  w i th  great
enthus iasm .

“ Learn ing  i s  f i nd ing  out  what  you  a l ready  know”
- R i c h a r d  B a c h
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A troupe  of  e l egant  dancers  and
mus ic ians  f rom Od isha  staged
Got ipua  dances  i n  Ju l y .  Got ipua
i s  a  un ique  t rad i t iona l  song  and
dance  form of  Od i sha ,
performed  by  young  ma le
dancers ,  who  dress  up  as
fema les  to  pra i se  Lord
Jagannath .  

“The  best  way  to  pay  for  a  l ove ly  moment  i s  to  en joy  i t ”
-  R ichard  Bach

A Bharatanatyam workshop  was
conducted  by  Ms  Nandana
Mau l i c k .  Bes ides  perform ing ,  she
educated  the  s tudents  about  the
8  I nd ian  c lass ica l  dance  forms
and  Bharatanatyam’s  un ique  s ign
language  through  gestures  of
the  hands ,  eyes  and  express ions .

Bharatanatyam
workshop  

A posse  of  Jazz  mus ic ians  f rom
the  Nether lands ,  presented  a
show at  our  campus ,  i n  Apr i l .  They
a l so  fam i l i a r i sed  our  s tudents  w i th
the  var ious  mus ica l  i n s t ruments  of
Jazz  mus ic .  

Guest
Per formers

Got ipua  Odiss i
Dance  Per formance

30



The  four-member  band  f rom
Tuva ,  Huun  Huur  Tu ,  performed
in  our  schoo l  aud i tor i um .  They
spec ia l i se  i n  throat  s i ng ing ,
( s i ngers  s i ng  both  a  note  and
i ts  overtones ,  thus  produc ing
two  or  three  notes
s imu l taneous ly ) .  The  group
members  appr i sed  the  s tudents
w i th  nuances  of  the i r  mus ic  by
perform ing  the i r  r i vet i ng
rend i t ion ,  ‘Ch i raa  Khoor ’ .

Musica l  concer t

Pand i t  Debash i sh  Bhattacharya  ( 2-
T ime  Grammy nominee )  performed
for  our  s tudents  on  campus ;  he  was
accompan ied  on  tab la  by  Pand i t
M i th i l esh  Kumar  Jha .  He  educated
the  students  about  the  ‘S l i de
Gu i tar ’ ,  an  i nst rument  deve loped  by
h im .

Pt  Debashish
Bhat tacharya
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“The  bond  that  l i n ks  your  t rue  fam i l y  i s  not  one  of  b lood ,  but  of  respect  and
joy  i n  each  other ’ s  l i fe ”  -  R ichard  Bach



Tr ips  and  Excurs ions

With  a  v i ew to  enhanc ing  the  exper ient ia l  l earn ing  of  our  s tudents ,  a
large  number  of  them were  taken  on  schoo l  t r ips .  

I n  March ,  44  s tudents  of  c lass  X I
l e f t  for  a  t rek  to  Nag  T ibba ,  a
peak  i n  the  Garhwa l  H ima layas ,
at  an  e levat ion  of  3 ,022  metres .
They  t rekked  for  more  than  15
k i l ometres  to  reach  the  summit .
Dur i ng  the  t r ip  they  a l so  v i s i ted
a  honey  bee  farm and  i n teracted
w i th  the  peop le  of  nearby
v i l l ages ,  where  beekeep ing  has
been  a  t rad i t iona l  source  of
emp loyment  for  many
generat ions .

On  the  19th  of  March ,  48  s tudents
of  c lass  V I  and  s i x  teachers
embarked  on  a  four  day  t r ip  to
De lh i .  The  group  v i s i ted  p laces  of
h i s tor ica l  importance  l i ke  the  Red
Fort ,  Humayun ’ s  tomb ,  Qutub  M inar
and  I nd ia  Gate .  They  a l so  v i s i ted
inst i tut ions  l i ke  the  Nehru
P lanetar i um ,  Sc ience  Centre ,  the
Nat iona l  Zoo log ica l  Park ,
Akshardham and  Baha ' i  temp les .  

Nag  T ibba Delh i  

“The  mean ing  I  p i cked .  The  one  that  changed  my  l i fe :  Overcome fear ,  beho ld
wonder ”  -R ichard  Bach
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To  comb ine  l earn ing  w i th  fun ,
c lasses  I  to  V  and  V I I  to  IX ,  were
taken  to  l oca l  att ract ions  l i ke  the
Zoo ,  Anand  Van ,  Sakya  Monastery ,
Ancha l  Da i ry ,  Genera l  Post  Off ice ,
Buddha  temp le ,  Sc ience  C i ty  and
the  Forest  Research  I nst i tute .  I n
Schoo l ,  act i v i t i es  such  as  pot l uck
part ies ,  mov ie  sess ions ,  cook ing
w i thout  f i re  cha l l enges  were
organ i sed .  

L o c a l  V i s i t s

To  a l i gn  exper ient ia l  l earn ing  w i th
the  chapter  " Forest  Soc iety  and
Co lon ia l i sm” ,  s tudents  of  c lass  IX
and  two  teachers  v i s i ted  the
Forest  Research  I nst i tute  ( FR I ) ,
Dehradun .  They  v i s i ted  a l l  f i ve
museums  ded icated  to
Entomo logy ,  Non-wood  Forest
Products ,  Patho logy ,  S i l v i cu l ture
and  T imber .
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“Perspect i ve :  Use  i t  or  l ose  i t ” -  R ichard  Bach

Students  of  Nav jeevan  5  and  6
v i s i ted  the  Water  Treatment  P lant
i n  Purka l  V i l l age  to  understand  the
process  of  t reat i ng  water  to
make  i t  safe  for  consumpt ion .
They  saw the  stages  of  water
treatment ,  wh ich  i nc l uded
screen ing ,  coagu lat ion ,
sed imentat ion ,  f i l t rat ion  and
d i s i n fect ion  before  d i s t r ibut ion .
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Teacher ’ s
Deve lopment

Our  teachers
regu lar l y  attend
workshops  on  and  off
campus  to  s tay
informed  about  new
deve lopments  and
hone  the i r  s k i l l s .  As  a
pract ice ,  we  a l so
host  two  day
workshops  pr ior  to
reopen ing  of  schoo l
after  summer  and
w inter  vacat ions .
These  workshops  are
conducted  by
d i s t i ngu i shed  persons
from the  f i e ld  of
educat ion  and  cover
top ica l  sub jects
bes ides  impart i ng
cruc ia l  s k i l l s .

These  serve  to  enhance  the i r  understand ing  of  curr icu l um ,
i nstruct ion  mechan i sm and  other  profess iona l  qua l i t i es .  A  number
of  workshops  and  sem inars  such  as  -  ‘Competency-Based
Assessment  i n  Sc ience ’ ,  ' Use  of  Art i f i c ia l  I n te l l i gence  i n  the
c lassroom ' ,  'Women  i n  Leadersh ip ’ ,  ‘Art  I n tegrat ion ’ ,  ‘ Python ’ ,  e tc .  
were  attended  by  our  teachers .

“You  teach  best  when  you  most  need  to  l earn ”
-R ichard  Bach

Tra in i ng  programmes
for  teachers  are
a l so  conducted
regu lar l y .



Compet i t ions  Beyond
Campus  

Twe lve  s tudents  f rom c lasses  V  to  X I I  part ic ipated  i n  the  annua l  I n ter-
Schoo l  V i sua l  Arts  compet i t i on  ‘ Ka lataru ’  hosted  by  The  Obero i  Schoo l ,
Dehradun .  Our  s tudents  entered  a l l  ten  categor ies  of  the  compet i t i on ,
i n  wh ich  Daksh  Kukret i  o f  c lass  V I I I  won  second  p lace  i n  scu lpture
mak ing ,  wh i l e  R idh ima  Dh iman  and  I sh i ka  Bhandar i  of  c lass  V I I  s tood
th i rd  i n  the  recyc led  bott le  category .  

Two  students  part ic ipated  i n  the
‘Nat iona l  Leve l  H i nd i  On  the  Spot
Essay  and  Speech  Compet i t i on ’ ,
o rgan i sed  at  The  I nd ian  Pub l i c
Schoo l ,  Dehradun .  I sh i ta  ( c lass  X ) ,
reached  the  sem i  f i na l s  of  the
extempore  speech  compet i t i on
and  N ihar i ka  of  c lass  X I I ,  bagged
the  2nd  pr i ze  for  her  essay .  She
rece i ved  a  t rophy ,  cert i f i cate
and  a  cheque  for  Rs .  25 ,000 .  

R e e l  t o  R e a l
The  PYDS  team compr i s i ng  our
students  Amaan  U l l ah ,  Sameer
Pund i r  and  Vansh  Pandey  of  c lass
X I I ,  p roduced  a  5-m inute  f i lm ,
‘Beh ind  the  Scene ’  for  the  'Ree l  to
Rea l '  Mot ion  P icture  Compet i t i on
hosted  by  tGe l f .  The  ent i re  f i lm
was  shot  on  campus  us i ng  i n -
house  fac i l i t i es  on  a  zero  budget .
I t  exposed  the  soc ia l  med ia  farce
in  a  com ica l  manner .  The  PYDS  f i lm
bagged  the  f i r s t  pr i ze  by
defeat ing  150  part ic ipat i ng
schoo l s  f rom across  the  nat ion .  

“The  on ly  l im i ts  you  have  are  the  ones  you  impose  upon  yourse l f ”
-  R ichard  Bach
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Aash i  Pund i r  and  Aaf iya  Naaz ,  of  c lass  IX  part ic ipated  i n  the  Youth
Leader  Compet i t i on  2023  conducted  by  tGELF .  The i r  pro ject  ‘Pa laayan ’
(m igrat ion )  f rom v i l l ages  of  Uttarakhand ,  made  i t  to  the  f i na l s .  Dur i ng
the  f i na l  round  i n  Gurgaon ,  team PYDS presented  i t s  pro ject  i n  four
m inutes .  They  rece i ved  the  ‘ Encouragement  Award ’  and  were  p laced
among  the  top  f i ve  teams .

Map  Qu i z  2023 ,  Uttarakhand  state  f i na l s  were  conducted  at  Survey  of
I nd ia ,  Dehradun  on  3rd  November .  Our  schoo l  sent  2  teams  i n  each  of
the  3  categor ies  -  Sub  Jun ior ,  Jun ior  and  Sen ior .  Our  s tudents  won  i )
2nd  pr i ze  and  a  conso lat ion  pr i ze  i n  the  Sub  Jun ior  category ,  i i )
conso lat ion  pr i ze  i n  the  Jun ior  category ,  i i i )  1 s t  pr i ze  i nc l ud ing  the
Nav igat ion  award  and  i v )  the  3rd  pr i ze  i n  the  Sen ior  category .
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“A  t i ny  change  today  br i ngs  a  dramat ica l l y  d i f ferent  tomorrow”  -  R ichard
Bach



I n s p i r e  M a n a k  “ A w a r d s ”  
Aash i  Pund i r  and  Gayatr i  Rawat  of  c lass  IX
part ic ipated  i n  the  INSP IRE  Manak  Awards
2023 .  Aash i  presented  a  mach ine  l earn ing
dev ice  for  commun icat i ng  w i th  peop le  w i th
speech  d i sab i l i t i es .  Gayatr i  d i sp layed  a
‘ Fa l l  detect ion  and  a lert  system’  for
e lder l y  peop le .  Both  s tudents  were
awarded  cash  pr i zes  of  ₹  10 ,000 each  for
the i r  pro jects .

H e r o e s  o f  T o m o r r o w  
Parvat i  Shah ,  a  c lass  X I  s tudent ,
bagged  the  f i r s t  runner-up
pos i t ion  i n  the  on l i ne  ‘Heroes  of
Tomorrow Entrepreneur ia l  I deas
Compet i t i on ’ ,  conducted  by  BML
Mun ja l  Un i vers i ty .  She  was
awarded  ₹  60 ,000 for  her
prototype  of  an  I oT-based
med ic i ne  rem inder  too l ,  SMART ,
that  rem inds  peop le  to  take
med ic i nes  on  t ime  and  to
rep len i sh  supp l i es  we l l  i n  t ime .   

T h e  S T E A M  F e s t i v a l
Team PYDS stood  i n  the  f i r s t
f i ve  amongst  the  s i x teen  schoo l s
that  part ic ipated  i n  the  STEAM
Fest i va l ,  hosted  by  The  I nd ian
Pub l i c  Schoo l ,  Dehradun  i n  Apr i l
2023 .  The  ‘Safety  Mate ’
app l i cat ion  deve loped  by  our
students  bagged  the  f i r s t  pr i ze ,
i n  the  ‘Shark  Tank  Compet i t i on ’ .
The  ‘SMART  Med ic i ne  Reminder ’
for  sen ior  c i t i zens ,  and  ‘Cos-o-
Care ’ ,  pocket  portab le  organ ic
cosmet ic  products  were
commended .

"Don ' t  be  l im i ted  by  your  fears ;  you  were  made  for  greatness , "
-  R ichard  Bach
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Off  Campus  Spor ts  Events
Our  students  part ic ipated  i n  numerous  tournaments  beyond  the
campus .  They  won  and  l ost  but  they  l earned  someth ing ,  every  t ime  they
part ic ipated .  Some are  as  be lo

Manav  Khatr i  o f  c lass  V I I I  was
chosen  to  p lay  at  the  Nat iona l
l eve l  basketba l l  tournament  for
Uttarakhand  U14  basketba l l  team .
The  tournament  was  he ld  between
3rd  to  9th  August ,  i n  Pond icherry .
Team Uttarakhand  stood  second
in  the i r  poo l .

Three  students  were  part  of  the
Dehradun  State  Leve l  Basketba l l
teams  for  the  tournament  he ld  i n
Har idwar  between  3rd  to  5th  June .
Md  R ihan  p layed  for  the  U16  boys
team wh i l e  Renu  Rana  and  Neetu
Rana  p layed  for  the  U16  g i r l s
team.

Mohd  R ihan  was  a  member  of  the
Dehradun  team for  the  State  Leve l
basketba l l  tournament ,  p layed  i n
January ,  at  P i thoragarh ,  that  won
the  tournament .  The  Dehradun
team was  dec lared  the  w inner .
R ihan  rece i ved  ‘a  cert i f i cate  and  a
basketba l l ’ ,  as  a  pr i ze  f rom the
Khe l  V ibhag .

“Your  fa i l u res  don ' t  def i ne  you ,  they  on ly  serve  to  push  you  c loser  to  your
true  potent ia l ”  -R ichard  Bach

Nat iona l  Leve l
Basketba l l  Tournament

State  Leve l  Basketba l l
Tournament  

S ta te  Leve l  Basketba l l
tournament  by  Khe l
Vibhag ,  Ut tarakhand
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Dur ing  Khe l  Mahakubh ,  he ld  at  Parade  Ground ,  Dehradun ,  i n  December ,
f i ve  of  our  s tudents  p layed  for  the  Dehradun  Team.  Ronak  Rawat
represented  the  Dehradun  team i n  the  Boys  U17  age  category .  He  won
a  s i l ver  meda l  w i th  Rs  1000 as  cash  pr i ze .  Renu  Rana  represented  the
Dehradun  team i n  the  G i r l s  U17  age  category  and  won  a  go ld  meda l
w i th  Rs  1500 as  cash  pr i ze .  Devansh  Ka la ,  Ash i ta  and  R iya  represented
the  Dehradun  team i n  the  U18  age  category  and  won  a  go ld  meda l  w i th
Rs  1500 cash  pr i ze  each .

Our  basketba l l  teams  part ic ipated  i n  four  categor ies  at  the  d i s t r i c t
l eve l  basketba l l  tournament  he ld  at  Parade  Ground ,  Dehradun  he ld
between  6th  to  10th  May  w i th  outstand ing  resu l t s .  
The  under  14  g i r l s ’  team -  won  the  go ld  meda l ,  wh i l e  the  under  16  g i r l s ’
team -  won  the  s i l ver  meda l .  Both  the  under  18  g i r l s  and  boys  team
reached  the  sem i  f i na l s .

Dis t r i c t  l eve l  Basketba l l  tournament  

Khe l
Mahakumbh
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 “ I f  we  want  to  end  th i s  l i fet ime  h igher  than  we  began ,  we  can  expect  an  uph i l l
road . ”— R ichard  Bach

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898801/Richard-Bach-If-we-want-to-end-this-lifetime-higher-than-we-began-we-can-expect-an-uphill
https://quotefancy.com/quote/898801/Richard-Bach-If-we-want-to-end-this-lifetime-higher-than-we-began-we-can-expect-an-uphill
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


S o c i a l  W o r k

B l o o d  D o n a t i o n  
A b lood  donat ion  camp was  organ i sed  to  commemorate  the
b i r th  ann i versary  of  our  Founder ,  Mr  GK  Swamy .  PYDS  staff ,
a l umn i  and  parents  of  s tudents  contr ibuted  38  un i t s  of  b lood ,
l i v i ng  up  to  our  motto  ‘ L i fe  i s  for  G iv i ng ’ .

N u k a d  N a t a k  o n  C o n s e r v i n g  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t
Students  performed  a  s t reet  p lay  i n  Bhagwantpur  v i l l age  to
promote  awareness  on  env i ronmenta l  i s sues  i nc l ud ing  sav ing  of
trees  and  keep ing  the  surround ings  l i t ter  f ree .  They  a l so
d i scussed  these  i s sues  w i th  l oca l  res idents  to  understand  the i r
v iews  and  gent l y  re i terated  the  importance  of  c l ean
surround ings .  

“A l l ow  the  wor ld  to  l i ve  as  i t  chooses  ,  and  a l l ow  yourse l f  to  l i ve  as  you
choose”  -  R ichard  Bach
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T r e e  p l a n t a t i o n  a t  T h a n o
On occas ion  of  the  ‘Hare la ’  fest i va l ,  f i f ty  s i x  s tudents  and  f i ve
teachers  part ic ipated  i n  a  t ree  p lantat ion  dr i ve  organ i sed  by
Punaha  Aranya ,  a  vo lunteer  organ i sat ion .  Bes ides  prov id i ng
log i s t i ca l  support  to  the  effort  Team PYDS ,  he lped  to  p lant  120
sap l i ngs  at  Thano  Range ,  Dehradun .  Act i v i t i es  such  as  s tory
bu i l d i ng ,  qu i z ,  chant i ng  s logans  and  coup lets  were  organ i sed  to
increase  awareness  on  env i ronmenta l  conservat ion .  

C l e a n i n g  d r i v e s
Every  Saturday  for  one  hour ,
s tudents  of  two  c lasses  donned
the i r  g loves  and  masks  to  p ick  l i t ter
f rom nearby  areas  of  our  schoo l .  
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 “ Ask  yourse l f  the  secret  of  your  success .  L i s ten  to  your  answer ,  and  pract ice
i t . ”— R ichard  Bach

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898576/Richard-Bach-Ask-yourself-the-secret-of-your-success-Listen-to-your-answer-and-practice
https://quotefancy.com/quote/898576/Richard-Bach-Ask-yourself-the-secret-of-your-success-Listen-to-your-answer-and-practice
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


I n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  A d d i t i o n s
An  act i ve  schoo l  campus  requ i res  regu lar  ma intenance  work
a long  w i th  some i n f rastructura l  add i t ions .  Prom inent  among
these  were :

F i r e  F i g h t i n g  F a c i l i t y
Comp lete  f i re  f ight i ng  apparatus  as  requ i red  by  CBSE  norms ,
was  i nsta l l ed  across  the  campus  as  an  essent ia l  safety  measure .
I t  was  i nspected  and  approved  by  the  Uttarakhand  F i re  and
Emergency  Serv ices .  

P o t t e r y  R o o m
A vacant  shed ,  towards  the  southern  end  of  the  Schoo l ,  was
refurb i shed  and  converted  i n to  the  Pottery  Room.  Bes ides  l ay i ng
the  bas ic  i n f rastructure ,  a l l  requ i red  accessor ies  i nc l ud ing  an
e lectr ic  k i l n  were  i nsta l l ed  to  comp lete  the  fac i l i t y .

“A  profess iona l  wr i ter  i s  an  amateur  who  d id  not  qu i t ”
-  R ichard  Bach
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E x t e n s i o n  o f  r a t i o n  s t o r e  r o o m
The  rat ion  s tore  was  expanded  to  doub le  i t s  s i ze  and  the  deep  f reezer
was  housed  outs ide  for  better  vent i l a t ion .  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  B o o k s  S t o r e  r o o m  a n d  T e a c h e r ’ s  T r a i n i n g  r o o m
A room to  s tore  books  and  a  ded icated  room for  t ra in i ng  teachers  were
created  out  of  an  empty  room that  was  not  i n  use .  A  conference  tab le
and  6  cha i rs  were  i nsta l l ed  i n  the  Teacher ’ s  Tra in i ng  room.

4 0 K V A  D i e s e l  G e n e r a t o r
A new 40  KVA  d iese l  generator  set
was  i nsta l l ed  at  the  northern  end
of  the  Schoo l  dur i ng  the  summer
break .
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 “ The  space  for  what  you  want  i s  a l ready  f i l l ed  w i th  what  you  sett l ed  for
i nstead . ”— R ichard  Bach

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898695/Richard-Bach-The-space-for-what-you-want-is-already-filled-with-what-you-settled-for
https://quotefancy.com/quote/898695/Richard-Bach-The-space-for-what-you-want-is-already-filled-with-what-you-settled-for
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


O l d  B u s  r e p l a c e d
The  38  seater  bus  runn ing  on  the  R i kho l i  route  was  rep laced  w i th  a
new 41  seater  ‘ TATA  C i ty  R ide ’  bus .

C B S E  R e s u l t s

C l a s s  X I I
51  s tudents  (33  g i r l s  and  18  boys )
appeared  for  the  c lass  X I I  board
examinat ions .  V i neet  Kumar
topped  the  batch  w i th  94 .8%
fo l l owed  by  N i kh i l  Thap l i  w i th
93 .4% and  Khush i  Adh i kar i  w i th
92 .2%.  

C l a s s  X
48  students  (34  g i r l s  and  14  boys )
appeared  for  the  c lass  X  board
examinat ions  conducted  i n  2023 .
Dev  Kumar  Verma topped  h i s
batch  w i th  an  aggregate  of
92 .2%,  fo l l owed  by  R iya  Chauhan
at  91% and  Shaksh i  Neg i  at
90 .2%.

“What  the  caterp i l l a r  ca l l s  the  end  of  the  wor ld ,  the  master  ca l l s  a
butterf l y ”  -  R ichard  Bach
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N i kh i l  was  a lways  a  br ight  and  hardwork i ng
student  who  eager l y  part ic ipated  i n  a l l
schoo l  act i v i t i es  and  gave  h i s  best .  He
worked  hard  and  scored  97% in  c lass  X
board  exams .  
H i s  father ,  who  was  a  contractor ,  l ost  h i s
l i fe  to  COV ID  19  i n  May  2021 .  Th i s  was  a
shatter i ng  b low to  the  fam i l y  both
emot iona l l y  and  f i nanc ia l l y .  I t  h i t  N i kh i l  hard
and  h i s  performance  i n  c lass  X I  dropped
sharp ly .  

Nikhi l  Thapl i
batc h  o f  2023

But  N i kh i l  pu l l ed  h imse l f  together  and  got  back  to  hard  work
w i th  gr i t  and  determ inat ion .  He  scored  93 .4% i n  c lass  X I I
boards .  He  overcame hurd les  such  as  the  absence  of  a  qu iet
room to  s tudy ,  by  s tudy ing  l a te  i n to  the  n ight  i n  the  open  area
outs ide  h i s  house .  He  scored  93 .4% i n  c lass  X I I  boards ,  thus
va l i dat i ng  the  id iom ,  “Where  there ’ s  a  w i l l  there ’ s  a  way” .

N i kh i l  cont i nued  to  prepare  towards  h i s  asp i rat ion  to  j o i n  N i kh i l
the  NDA and  qua l i f i ed  for  i t  i n  December  2023 .  He  has  s i nce
jo i ned  the  Academy and  i s  do ing  we l l .  
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“ We magnet i ze  i n to  our  l i ves  whatever  we  ho ld  i n  our  thought . ”— R ichard  Bach

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898816/Richard-Bach-We-magnetize-into-our-lives-whatever-we-hold-in-our-thought
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


 Our Institutional Donors
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“ L i f e  te l l s  you  noth ing ,  i t  shows  you  everyth ing . ”  R ichard  Bach



UNIVERSITY PARTNERS
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“ Numbers  are  l im i ts ,  and  perfect ion  doesn ’ t  have  l im i ts . ”— R ichard  Bach

https://quotefancy.com/quote/898693/Richard-Bach-Numbers-are-limits-and-perfection-doesn-t-have-limits
https://quotefancy.com/richard-bach-quotes


Financials 
2023-24
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